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South Africa: ‘Routine’ Examination Reveals 
Mandela ‘in Good Health’ 


MB2202161896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1605 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] JOHANNESBURG Feb 22 
SAPA — President Nelson Mandela was certified as 
being in good health after a routine medical examination 
on Thursday, his office said. 


The examination was conducted at the University of the 
Witwatersrand and Park Lane Clinic in Johannesburg. 
"The president was certified in good health,” said a 
Statement from Mandela's office. His schedule was not 
affected by the examination and Mandela was due at a 
dinner hosted by Danish Queen Margarethe at the State 
Theatre in Pretoria on Thursday night. 


South Africa: Mandela Commends Health 
Minister’s Decision To Resign 


MB2202120896 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1046 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 22 SAPA 
— Former Welfare and Population Development Minis- 
ter Abe Williams did a commendable thing by resigning 
in the wake of "serious" allegations, President Nelson 
Mandela said on Thursday. 


Speaking on the steps of Tuynhuys after meeting vis- 
iting German Bundestag President Dr Rita Suessmuth, 
Mandela said this did not mean that by this action he 
was admitting guilt. The matter was subjudice and he 
would not like to comment any further. 


The Office for Serious Economic Offences said in a 
statement that the fact that Williams’ offices and houses 
had been searched did not mean that he was guilty of 
any offence. 


South Africa: Mandela Reportedly ‘Aware’ of 
Alleged Fraud by Minister 


MB2202152896 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1400 GMT 22 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] Reports this afternoon say that 
President Nelson Mandela had been aware of rumors 
about irregularities relating to Abe Williams for some 
time before yesterday's revelation that he was being 
investigated for pensions fraud. Mr. Williams resigned 
as minister of welfare and population development late 
yesterday after a raid on his home and offices. 


A Johannesburg newspaper reported this afternoon that 
Mr. Mandela had for some time been receiving infor- 
mation about alleged corrupt practices in the Welfare 
Ministry, but that he had waited for the law to take its 
course. 
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The newspaper reported that Mr. Mandela and Deputy 
President F. W. de Klerk has given Mr. Williams an 
ultimatum to resign or face dismissal. Mr. Williams has 
denied charges of pensions fraud. 


Meanwhile, the Congress of South African Trade 
Unions has urged President Mandela to expel Mr. 
Williams as a member of Parliament. 


South Africa: Arms Company Denies Paying 
Minister Who Resigned 


MB2202170296 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1631 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] PRETORIA Feb 22 SAPA 
— Arms manufacturing company Denel on Thursday 
denied allegations that it had remunerated resigned 
Welfare Minister Abe Williams for awarding a contract 
for the payment of social pensions to one of its 
subsidiaries. 


In a statement in Pretoria, Denel executive director Jhan 
Alberts said Denel only acquired Nisec (the company 
implicated in the allegations) in September 1994, three 
mm. nths after it was awarded the contract. "Denel denies 
any involvement with acquiring the tender and rejects 
the accusation that Denel might be involved in (paying) 
any Compensation to obtain the contract or keep it.” 


An African National Congress Western Cape MEC 
[member of the Executive Council] on Wednesday 
reportedly said an investigation into Williams’ affairs 
concerned the presentation of a R149 million [{rands} 
five-year contract to distribute social pensions. The 
contract to pay out about RI1.5 billion a year using 
fingerprint identification technology was awarded to 
Nisec last year. 


Williams resigned on Wednesday evening after his 
offices and homes were searched by staff of the Office 
for Serious Economic Offences earlier in the day. 


South Africa: Probe on Williams To Take 
‘Considerable Time’ 


MB2202180596 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1713 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] CAPE TOWN Feb 22 SAPA 
— The investigation into alleged irregularities by former 
Welfare and Population Development Minister Abe 
Williams would probably take a considerable time, the 
director of the Office for Serious Economic Offences 
[OSEO}, Jan Swanepoel, said on Thursday. 


When completed a report would be submitted to Justice 
Minister Dullah Omar and all evidence would be handed 
over to the Attorney- General to enable him to decide 
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whether any prosecution was to be instituted, he said in 
a statement. Swanepoel said it had come to his attention 
iat Western Cape Health and Social Services MEC 
[member of the Executive Council] Ebrahim Rasool 
had alleged in a press release that Williams had been 
declared a "serious economic offender". 


"If anyone dec.ared him a serious economic offender, it 
was certainly not I or OSEO." The fact that Williams’ 
offices and houses v.ere searched did not mean that he 
was guilty of any offence, Swanepoel said. 


President Nelson Mandela said on Thursday that 
Williams had done a commendable thing by resigning 
in the wake of the serious allegations. 


Speaking on the steps of Tuynhuys after meeting vis- 
iting German Bundestag President Dr Rita Suessmuth, 
he [Williams] said this did not mean that by this action 
he was admitting guilt. The matter was sub-judice and 
he did not want to comment any further. 


Meanwhile, the NP [National Party) and ANC con- 
ducted a war of words on Thursday on the affair. The 
ANC said the NP’s attempt to use Williams’ resigna- 
tion to cast itself in a favourable light was “at best ill- 
considered". 


"At worst it is a feeble attempt to gain some dignity from 
a Situation in which it has been found to be lacking, both 
morally and politically". The ANC was reacting to an 
earlier NP statement that the actions by the NP and its 
leader, Deputy President F W de Klerk, were in sharp 
contrast to those by the ANC in the Winnie Mandela 
and Allan Boesak cases. "Instead of pretending to be 
extremely pure, the ANC should be held accountable 
for the reasons why they did not follow the correct 
procedure after the serious allegations against Winnie 
Mandela and Allan Boesak,” the NP said. 


In further developments on Thursday: 


— Democratic Party youth president Sipho Mogandei 
called on Williams to resign from Parliament as well as 
from the cabinet; and 


— Arms manufacturing company Denel denied allega- 
tions that it had paid Williams in any way following 
the award of a contract for handling social pensions to 
a subsidiary. Denel bought the company, Nisec, after it 
had been awarded the contract. On Wednesday Nisec 
MD prior to the Denel takeover Michau Huisamen also 
said: "Williams never received one cent from me”. 
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South Africa: Justice Minister Denies Illegal 
Tapping of Communications 


MB2202135296 Johannesburg SAfm Radio Network 
in English 1100 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Justice Minister Dullah Omar 
has denied the intelligence service is involve in any il- 
legal tapping of communications in the country. Mr. 
Omar, who is politically responsible for the intelligence 
ministry, said in Cape Town that it was possible that 
former officials of the inteiligence services had been in- 
volved in random buggings in the country. Moreover 
this would not be tolerated by the new intelligence ser- 
vices, which would only intercept individual and polit- 
ical groupings communications under strict conditions. 
Mr. Omar added that bugging would occur only if there 
was evidence that the individuals or groups had been 
involved in crime or violence. 


South Africa: Stricter Controls on Illegal Private 
Intercepts Possible 


MB2202181096 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1618 GMT 22 Feb 96 


([FBIS Transcribed Text) CAPE TOWN Feb 22 SAPA 
— Illegal telecommunications’ interceptions by private 
sector firms may soon be subject to stricter controls or 
heavier penalties, Justice Minister Dullah Omar said on 
Thursday. 


Many complaints had been received about interceptions 
and monitoring, not by state intelligence agencies, but 
those in the private domain, he said. Omar was speaking 
in a snap debate on telephone tapping introduced by 
Senator James Selfe (DP [Democratic Party]) after a 
Johannesburg newspaper alleged that the intelligence 
community was illegally “tapping” thousands of phone 
calls and fax communications. 


The government had witnessed an exodus by experi- 
enced intelligence agents to private security and intel- 
ligence firms over the past two years. While it did not 
want to interfere with legitimate economic activity that 
would add to the security of South Africans, many com- 
plaints had been received about illegal interceptions and 
monitoring. Former security agents was abusing their 
expertise, he said. 


"If necessary we will have to revise legislation to ensure 
more stringent control or heavier penalties." 


Omar again denied there had been widespread illegal 
telecommunications’ interceptions by the intelligence 
community. "I want to reassure the House that the report 
of mass bugging is without foundation.” Interceptions 
could only be authorised by a supreme court judge 
on written application from the intelligence agencies. 
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There had been 410 applications between January | last 
year and January 31 this year, of which 350 had been 
approved and 60 rejected, Omar said. 


Calls by IFP [Inkatha Freedom Party] and FF [Freedom 
Front] Senators for more than one judge to approve 
such application would be considered. The intelligence 
community’s ability to intercept telecommunications 
played a key role in ensuring stability and fighting 
crime, Omar told a press briefing earlier on Thursday. 
Any democratic society needed an intelligence service, 
and South Africa in particular needed an effective 
service to deal with crime such as money laundering, 
hijacking and drug-trafficking. 


"What is happening now — and I'd like to see myself 
proved wrong — is a deliberate attempt to destroy the 
intelligence capacity of a new democratic society. 


"We have witnessed over the last two years personnel 
at different levels of the security establishment of the 
former South Africa moving into private structures — 
private security firms and all kinds of other structures 
— to build up alternative security and alternative 
intelligence." 


Deputy Intelligence Minister Joe Nhianhla said an 
image was being created that the intelligence service 
was running amok. On the allegations that random 
monitoring was being done from a high-tech and top- 
secret facility, he said the facility was a national asset 
used by all components of the intelligence community. 
Both President Mandela and Omar had been invited 
to inspect the premises, while Parliament's oversight 
committee on intelligence had already been there. Its 
existence did not imply it was being used carelessly. 


South Africa was not the only country with such a facil- 
ity, and it was the government’s view that these assets 
were required to ensure stability. The need for an ef- 
fective intelligence did not mean that there should not 
be accountability and control. Supervision and control 
mechanisms, which had never existed under the previ- 
ous government, were also now in place. These included 
executive control over, and accountability, for the intel- 
ligence services through a civilian ministry and a cabinet 
committee, a multi-party parliamentary oversight com- 
mittee and the inspector general of intelligence who was 
to be appointed soon. 


REPUBLIC OF SOUTH AFRICA 3 


South Africa: U.S. ‘Harsh’ Treatment of Armscor 
Discussed 


MB2302072196 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
2151 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[Report by Farhan Haq) 


[FBIS Transcribed Text} NEW YORK, Feb 22 SAPA 
— A U.S. case against South Africa’s state-owned 
defence firm poses a difficult question to supporters of 
Nelson Mandela's government: Should the crimes of 
the apartheid government have to be paid for by its 
democratic successor? 


Pretoria wants Washington to drop its prosecution of 
the Armaments Corporation of South Africa (Armscor). 
It is also asking the U.S. administration to lift its ban 
on new deals with Armscor. The company’s misdeeds 
belong to the past and should no longer burden the post- 
apartheid government, it says. 


Despite Pretoria’s lobbying, Washington insists that 
Armscor and a subsidiary must stand trial over a 1991 
indictment by a Philadelphia grand jury which accused 
the firm of conspiring to violate U.S. arms control laws. 


In a statement issued by its embassy in Washington this 
week, Pretoria said it will not pay millions of dollars in 
fines or waive its sovereignty by allowing Armscor to 
face trial in the United States. 


"The payment of fines would be tantamount to offering 
an atonement for the sins and transgressions [words 
indistinct} Armscor avoids a U.S. trial, it cannot sell 
its arms in the United States — and that ban has also 
cost the South African firm other clients. 


"IT think Armscor suffers from its past, apparently 
well-deserved, reputation under the apartheid regime,” 
says Natalie Goldring, deputy director of the British 
American Security Information Council (Basic). 


Goldring notes that the South African National Defence 
Force remains Armscor’s main client, while many 
nations — not just the United States — still regard 
the firm warily. Some sources say Armscor in recent 
years has lost contracts because of its apartheid stigma, 
including a failed bid to provide helicopters to Britain's 
Royal Air Force. 
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The South African Government refused to comment on 
Armscor sales, which, like most defence commerce, are 
kept secret. 


Certainly, many opponents of apartheid agree that it is 
at best ironic that Nelson Mandela, imprisoned for 27 
years by the apartheid government, must now answer 
for the crimes it committed in evading UN weapons 
bans designed precisely to weaken white rule. 


Washington’s harsh stance on Armscor also strikes 
some analysts as curious. 


"I find it ironic that the United States is being so 
insistent on enforcing its arms exports laws in this 
case," Goldring says, noting U.S. arms sales to human 
rights violators in Indonesia and Turkey. "This is the 
pot calling the kettle black." 


But even members and supporters of Mandela’s African 
National Congress believe covert arms sales between 
U.S. firms and the South African Government should 
be investigated, regardless of the consequences for the 
new government. 


"Serious U.S. laws were violated in the United States," 
says Richard Knight, a researcher for the New York- 
based Africa Fund, a longtime apartheid foe. “Real 
people died because of this stuff." 


"A government inherits everything that goes with a 
government,” Daniel Ngwete, spokesman for the South 
African Embassy in Washington, says. "The Govern- 
ment of National Unity has inherited all of South 
Africa’s problems, and (the Armscor) case goes with 
it." 

Despite Ngwete’s words, Mandela reportedly lobbied 
his U.S. counterpart Bill Clinton at their meeting at the 
United Nations last year to drop the Armscor case. 


Clinton has insisted that he will not intervene in his 
Justice Department’s prosecution of Armscor — a case, 
sources say, is likely to result in millions of dollars in 
fines against the South African firm. 


The Mandela government, however, insists Armscor, 
like South Africa itself, has changed its stripes and that 
it should not be fined because the previous National 
Party-led apartheid state tried to circumvent U.S. bans 
on arms sales to Pretoria. 


Some U.S. firms and individuals chose to violate those 
bans, sending advanced weapons — from landmines to 
missile parts and designs — to South Africa, Knight 
says. 


Some of those transactions, he adds, have landed U.S. 
businessmen in jail. One company, International Signal 
and Control, defied the arms ban on South Africa and 
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later made several fraudulent deals, which damaged a 
British defence contractor financially. 


The bottom line, Knight says, is that there is a web of 
shady arms deals that must now be disentangled, and 
Ai.uscor is in the middle of it. 


That web may include deals that involve more recent 
horrors, according to some activists. Alison des Forges, 
a researcher for Human Rights Watch/Africa, says 
Armscor is linked to arms sales to the former Rwandan 
Government, which is blamed for killing as many as 
one million of its citizens in 1995. 


Other alleged recipients of Armscor weaponry include 
the former military junta under Gen Raoul Cedras 
in Haiti, Iraqi President Saddam Hussein's army just 
before the 1991 Gulf War in Iraq, and Col Muammar 
Qaddafi’s government in Libya. Arms sales to all of 
these regimes were banned by the UN Security Council 
at the time that Armscor was supplying them. 


Armscor now insists it has stopped selling arms to 
pariah states and is not violating international arms 
embargos. Knight adds there are signs Pretoria has 
indeed cleaned up its act — notably by setting up 
the Cameron Commission, which investigated some 
previous arms sales. 


"I think they're trying very hard to sanitise their rela- 
tionship with Armscor,” Goldring says of the Mandela 
government. She contends many South African officials 
seem to share the U.S. Justice Department's harsh view 
of Armscor. 


But the Africa Fund, which pleaded repeatedly for 
Justice Department investigations into the covert arms 
sales during the waning years of apartheid, does not 
want those efforts to end just because the government 
has changed. 


"It's not a question of penalising the current government 
for past sins,” argues Knight, who says he is sympathetic 
with Mandela's bind. "But let’s face it — the same guys 
run Armscor who ran it before." 


More to the point, Knight says, the United States intends 
to maintain bans on Armscor deals with U.S. firms until 
the current case is resolved. That matter, hy contends, 
can only be solved through co-operation with the Justice 
Department, not through diplomatic pressure to drop the 
Case. 


Despite the frictions the case has caused, officials on 
both sides are confident that the current support Man- 
dela’s government enjoys in Washington will continue. 


"It doesn’t harm the overall relationship,” Ngwete, of 
the South African Embassy, says. "This is but one small 
part of the overall relations." 
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South Africa: ANC Urged To Start Planning 
Mandela’s Successor 


MB2302105196 Johannesburg BEELD in Afrikaans 
21 Feb 96 pill 


[Article by Peet Kruger] 


[FBIS Translated Text) The past week's panic in the 
financial markets resulting fromm unfounded rumors that 
President Mandela was ill, places a huge responsibility 
on Deputy President Thabo Mbeki and ANC Secretary 


General Cyril Ramaphosa. 


There are only three years remaining before the next 
election when President Mandela intends to retire and 
this panic should convince the ANC that now is the time 
to plan for his successor. 


This is not hinting that anyone is wishing away Presi- 
dent Mandela. On the contrary. Since he is such a big 
elephant with a gigantic shadow, investors are appre- 
hensive about what could happen when he is no longer 
around. 


Whether President Mandela’s successor is to be Thabo 
Mbeki, as generally expected, or Ramaphosa, or even 
Pallo Jordan, should not really be an issue. Even though 
it will be difficult for them to fully fit Mandela’s shoes, 
the ANC has highly intelligent, capable leaders who 
could follow him. 


For their sake and the sake of sustained investor 
confidence, they should — within the coming months 
and years — be given opportunities to step out of 
President Mandela’s shadow and show what they are 
capable of. 


Of course, one cannot expect Mandela to choose his 
successor. It is the ANC’s democratic right to appoint 
its next leader, and the ANC cannot do it right now. 
They have to formulate a way of building up confidence 
in the people that are considered candidates to take 
over for Mandela in 1999. This does not only mean 
confidence from outside. It also means self-confidence, 
because the person that leads the country after Mandela 
will experience less affection and more opposition from 
the ANC alliance, as well. 


An informal understanding that Mbeki will not be 
challenged could positively help in giving him the self- 
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confidence to make the unpopular and "difficult choices” 
to which Mandela referred in his opening address to 
Parliament. 


At the same time, Mbeki, as deputy president, will 
have to start taking over the reigns more visibly in 
the strategic running of the economy for growth and 
development. 


Although he, as chairman of the cabinet committee 
on economic affairs, already carries a lot of this 
responsibility, the recent exchange rate panic indicates 
that he is not doing it visibly, and that a clearer, long 
term vision is needed to instill confidence. 


It also does not help to accuse foreign investors of 
racism, even if it is true. Because it is in the economic 
sphere that there is uncertainty, the "structural adjust- 
ments" in the government which Mandela spoke about 
last week, present an ideal opportunity to allow Mbeki 
to be in the foreground. 


At the same time, room could be created for Ramaphosa 
to help in coordinating the plan for growth and devel- 
opment because around midyear he will be unemployed 
because the final constitutional will have been finalized. 
Besides the fact that he is already in the political fore- 
ground and has instilled a lot of confidence due to the 
manner in which he handled the constitutional nego- 
tiations, he and Deputy Finance Minister Alec Erwin 
are the two people in government who could convince 
COSATU [Congress of South African Trade Unions] to 
he flexible so that the country can attract job- creating 
investments. 


While President Mandela is running around the country 
allaying Afrikaner fears, too much of the ANC and other 
parties’ energy is being directed at short-term, little 
plans to protect their own interests should the economy 
not grow dramatically and create new jobs. 


That is why the ANC is buttering up workers, while 
the National Party and Democratic Party are trying to 
protect existing rights and the Freedom Front wants its 
own little protected cage. 


It could be a self-fulfilling prophesy unless more energy 
from people such as Mbeki and Ramaphosa is channeled 
more toward making the economic miracle happen. 
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Botswana Trans-Kgalagadi Road, P63 million for primary schools 

d P52 million f t office blocks. 

Botswana: Finance Minister Presents 1996-97 - Se 
Budget He said the Ministry of Mineral Resources and Water 


MB2202142396 Gaborone BOTSWANA DAILY NEWS 
in English 13 Feb 96 pl 


{[FBIS Transcribed Text) The budget for the next 
financial year is estimated at P6,177 million [pula] for 
the recurrent and development expenditure. 


The budget was presented to Parliament yesterday 
by the Vice President and Minister of Finance and 
Development Planning Mr Festus Mogae, who said the 
recurrent budget for 1996/97 will be P4,329 million and 
the development budget P1,848 million. 


The recurrent budget is constituted by the ministerial 
expenditure of P3,944 million, statutory expenditure 
of P445 million anc appropriation to the Productive 
Employment Development Fund (FAP) of P40 million. 


The ministries of Education, Local Government Land 
and Housing and State President account for 55.9 per 
cent of the recurrent budget. 


This is due to the implementation of the revised National 
Policy on Education Parallel Progression and the new 
formula-determined revenue support grants to local 
authorities. 


As regards the composition of the ministerial recur- 
rent expenditure, personal emoluments account for the 
largest share of P1,538 million or 35.5 per cent of the 
total while grants and subventions amount to P1,103 
million or 25.5 per cent, Mr Mogae said. 


Mr Mogae said the bulk of the latter was for local 
authorities and the University of Botswana [UB] which 
have been allocated P459 million and P162 million 
respectively. The balance of P1,688 million or 39.0 per 
cent is for ministerial running costs and some statutory 
expenditure. 


The P1,848 million which is for development, covers 
218 projects. This is made up of P1,125 million for nor- 
mal government projects, P72 million for drought relief 
programmes, P298 million for equity injection and on- 
lending to parastatal organisations and P53 million for 
Six autonomous organisations including UB, Botswana 
College of Agriculture, Centre for Accountancy Studies 
and Botswana Institute of Development Policy Analy- 
sis. 


The largest beneficiaries in terms of individual project 
allocations, said Mr Mogae are the North-South Carrier 
Water Project which gets P245 million, P175 million 
for community junior secondary schools, P143 million 
for the Botswana Defence Force (BDF), P70 million for 


Affairs takes the largest share of P394 million because 
of the North South Carrier Water Project. The project's 
allocation will cover the construction of the Letsibogo 
Dam pumping stations and laying of the pipeline. 


The ministry’s other big projec: is the Major Village 
Water/Sanitation Development which has been al! ocated 
P40 million . 


Next is the Ministry of Local Government Lands and 
Housing with P371 million or 20.0 per cent of the 
overall development budget. The Ministry of Education 
comes third with P296 million. 


The provision for the Ministry of Works, Transport and 
Communications is P247 million or 13.4 per cent of 
the overall development budget mainly for continued 
improvement and expansion of the road network in 
the country. The Roads Department has been allocated 
P179 million representing 72.4 ner cent of the ministry's 
budget. 


Mr Mogae proposed P209 million for the State President 
with the BDF claiming 68.1 per cent and the Botswana 
Police 22.0 per cent of the ministry’s budget. 


The Ministry of Finance and Development Planning will 
get P109 million to be shared by the Botswana Develop- 
ment Corporation Finances, Department of Supply Cus- 
toms and Immigration Facilities and the development of 
computer facilities. 


The remaining P222 inillion will he shared by the 
ministries of Labour and Home Affairs, Agriculture, 
Commerce and Industry, Health, Department of Foreign 
Affairs, Administration of Justice and Parliament. 


Botswana: BNF Alleges Budget Prepared by 
Canada’s Toronto University 


MB2202142296 Gaborone THE BOTSWANA 
GUARDIAN in English 16 Feb 96 p 3 


[Report by Joel Sebonego] 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The main opposition politi- 
cal party, the Botswana National Front [BNF], has dis- 
missed this year’s budget speech as more of the same 
and nothing worth writing home about. 


A spokesperson for the party, Mr Maitshwarelo Dabutha 
said in an interview shortly after the delivery of the 
budget speech by the Vice President and Minister of 
Finance and Development Planning Mr. Festus Mogae, 
that the budget fails to address the stark reality of the 
poverty situation in the country. 
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He gave as an example the proposed 5% across the 
board salary increase for civil servants saying that it 
was an insult to the lowly paid workers who are going to 
emerge worse off than their highly paid counterparts. He 
said his party would have preferred a situation whereby 
the lowly paid peopl: were given the highest salary 
adjustment. 


On the proposed old age pension, which is scheduled to 
become effective in October this year, Mr Dabutha said 
despite the fact that it was his party that had mooted the 
idea, there was nothing exciting about the announcement 
made by the Finance Minister. 


"We are not even sure whettier it will be implemented 
as promised because this gover.iment has a tendency 
of making promises which are not always fulfilled,” he 
Said. 


"This budget is in actual fact a farce in the sense that it 
is prepared for us by a consultancy from the University 
of Toronto in Canada, which at the end of the day is 
paid a whopping P6 million [pula] for doing work that 
could easily be done by our own economists. These 
people are so far away from here, and are out of touch 
with events in this country. We cannot even trust the 
figures they give us. For instance, there are times when 
they predict a deficit. Next thing we get a surplus. We 
therefore cannot trust that the deficit anticipated in this 
year’s budget is correct,” said Mr Dabutha. 


Botswana: Article Questions Military Spending 
Habits 


MB2302103796 Gaborone THE MIDWEEK SUN 
in English 7 Feb 96 pp 5,7 


[Article by Log Radithhokwa: "Will Government Ever 
Slash Military Spending?"] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Since the Botswana Defence 
Force (BDF) embarked on its gargantuan project, the 
Mapharangwane Airbase, government has been quizzed 
on its colossal military expenditure. In the recent budget 
the soldiers romped away with the lion’s share of the 
P201 [pula] million that was allocated to the State 
President. 


Government and the BDF hierarchy are now unchange- 
ably used to the fact that the Army is accustomed to get- 
ting what it asks for. In fact, the BDF is to all intents and 
purposes treated like a private institution. Batswana are 
discouraged from discussing its role and assignments. 
This in part explains why it takes offence every time 
it is questioned about its spending habits. It seems the 
rulers think the only way to keep it the way it is, is 
by giving it what it wants and leaving it alone. This 
is not to say that every MP [member of Parliament] in 
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the ruling party condones the Army’s selfishness. Their 
silence only reflects lack of self assertiveness. 


Intriguingly, the Opposition BNF is not radically chal- 
lenging the Army’s huge spending; it only seeks a clar- 
ification on how its share is actually spent. When the 
BNF eventually ascends to power, the BDP will enjoy 
poking fun at it because its government (BNF) will will! 
also fail to suppress the BDF’s elitist and expansionist 
schemes. It should be accepted that as long as there are 
no robust pressure groups which can effectively influ- 
ence budgetary allocations, our politicians will not slash 
military spending. The Army will continue to submit a 
huge buc “et to government because its ambitions not 
only spring from a desire to change and transiorm it- 
self into an indestructible war machine; it also seeks (. 
create programs and participate in international activi- 
ties which will enable it to achieve self-actualization. 
As for local programs, it might ultimately modernise 
its rudimentary welfare apparatus and extend more of 
its services to philanthropic organizations. Some years 
ago, the former President of Tanzania, Julius Nyerere, 
Suggested that in peace times, African armies should be 
involved in community projects so that they could ex- 
perience a feeling of self-fulfillment. 


The size of the airbase obviously means the Army 
will need enough money to acquire more planes and 
other equipment. Tie provision of enviable ser ‘ices 
at Mapharangwane is apt to [words indistincti] Uso 
be accepted that in the future when life gets tougher 
and tougher, the soldiers who represented Botswana in 
UN peacekeeping operations, and others who will be 
engaged for similar assignments are likely to demand 
old age pension as a token of appreciation for their role 
in putting Botswana on the map. Even Great Britain 
was forced to establish a Soldiers Benefit Fund to quiet 
Bechuanaland soldiers who fought on her side during 
the Second World War. 


Government's generosity to the Army also emanates 
from the thinking that the latter has a big, dual role. 


Mozambique 


Mozambique: Frelimo Says Traditional, Religious 
Leaders Hindering Work 


MB2202153796 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
17 Feb 96 p 3 


([FBIS Translated Excerpt] The Frelimo [Mozambique 
Liberation Front] Party in Nampula Province has ac- 
cused traditional authorities and religious leaders of hin- 
dering its activities along the coast. 


On the coast, Frelimo losi to Renamo [Mozambique 
National Resistance] in the elections. The ruling party 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without pennission of the copyright owners. 


8 SOUTHERN AFRICA 


recognizes that "the situation is worrisome,” nuting, 
however, that Frelimo is gaining support in some 
parts of Moma District in addition to Lalaua, Malema, 
Ribaue, and Mecuburi Districts. 


Frelimo’s support in Nampula Province has been de- 
scribed as fluctuating and the party is now progressing 
in Nacala-Porto, Mossuril, Mozambique Isic, Meconta, 
Nacaroa, and Angoche. In these areas Frelimo decided 
to “develop an accentuated political activity to consoli- 
date our positions.” [passage omitted] 


A document presented in a meeting under way since 13 
February says some Frelimo district and city commit- 
tees "do little or nothing to neutralize our political ad- 
versaries, and some comrades are just concerned about 
their personal activities. This creates a gap to the ad- 
vantage of the opposition, which is gaining ground.” 


Moreover, the prolonged absence of some Frelimo 
leaders are seen as reducing the capacity and dynamism 
of the party’s activity. 


While there is talk of scarce resources, particularly 
shortages of funds for Frelimo activities in Nampula, 
mismanagement of the scarce resources, particularly 
vehicles, also has been reported. There is also what 
has been described as uicertainty and despair among 
Frelimo cadres and functionaries regarding their future 
and improvement of their living conditions. 


Swaziland 


Swaziland: King Holds Brief Meeting With 
Nigerian Foreign Minister 


MB2302125396 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 23 Feb 96 pl 


{Report by Phesheya Vilakati] 


([FBIS Transcribed Text] His Majesty King Mswati III 
yesterday afternoon held talks with the Nigerian Minis- 
ter of Foreign Affairs, Mr Tom Ikimi at Lozitha Royal 
Palace. Mr Ikimi was accompanied by the Nigerian High 
Commissioner to Swaziland, Mr Isiah Udoyen. 


The meeting was held behind closed doors and it could 
not be established what was discussed. 
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The Nigerian delegation, on a whistle-stop visit, arrived 
at about 2:20 pm through the Matsapha Airport, and 
left at about 3:30 pm. Mr Ikimi left the country 
yesterday while Mr Udoyen who 1s stationed in Maputo, 


Mozambique, remained. An officer in the Ministry of 


Foreign Affairs confirmed the talks. 


Swaziland: SW AYOCO—Political Activist Arrest 
‘Sheer Victimization’ 


MB2202144096 Mbabane THE SWAZI OBSERVER 
in English 22 Feb 96 p 3 


{Report by Phesheya Vilakat!] 


(FBIS Transcribed Text} Dreadlocked poiitical activist 
Professor Diamini was arrested by police yesterday 
morning at Nkwalini in Mbabane for an unknown 
reason. 


The arrest, which took place at Jam, was confirmed 
by the Information Secretary of the Swaziland Youth 
Congress (SWAYOCO), Mr Hanson Ngwenya, who 
termed it as sheer victimisation. 


“We suspect that the arrest has something to do with 
the continuous victim.sation of our members by Gov- 
ernment,” he said. 


Mr Negwenya said the most victimised people are those 
calling for multi-party democracy. “Government shouid 
seriously stop victimising our members,’ he said. 


He condemned the arrest, saying it was Government's 
ploy to cripple the congress. 


Mr Ngwenya said he was refused audience with Diamini 
by the police at the Mbabane police station. “Police 
refused to let me talk to him. We are aware that the 
police might torture him and we condemn that,” he 
added. 


He called upon the Prime Minister Prince Mbilini 
to instruct the police to stop victimising SWAYOCO 
members. 


Police assistant spokesman, Inspector Paul Zishwili said 
he was not aware of the arrest. “There is nothing | know 
about the arrest,” he said. 
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Cote d’Ivoire 


Cote d’lvoire: Mauritanian Defense Minisier 
Delivers Message to Bedie 


AB2102215196 Abicjan La Chaine Une Television 
Network in French 2000 GMT 21 Feb 96 


{FBIS Translated Text] The head of staie, President 
Henri Konan Bedie, granted an audience to Mauritanian 
Defense Minister Abddallahi Ould Abdi this morning. 
Mr. Abdallahi Ould Abdi arrived in Cote @’!voire on 
16 February. Pascal Amani Kouadio hes ise Setails: 


[Begin recording] [Kouadio] Preside | 3edie received 
the Mauritanian national defense mii. = 2 ‘>20ukro 
from 1100 to 1122. The audience toon juice in the 
presence of Ivorian Defense Minister Bandama N’Gatta 
and Dr Youssouf Diagana, the Mauritanian arnbassador 
to Cote d'Ivoire. During the audience, it can be said that 
the relations between the two countries were discussed. 
Here are details with the Mauritanian defense minister 
after the audience: 


[Abdi] Firsi, | would like to take this opportunity to ex- 
press my deepest gratitude to the Ivorian authorities for 
the warm welcome accorded me during my stay in Cote 
dIvoire. On the purpose of my visit here, I delivered a 
personal message from Mauritanian President Maaouya 
Ould Sid’Ahmed Taya to his friend and brother Pres- 
ident Henri Konan Bedie. The message is related to 
the permanent coordination consultations at subregional 
level. [end recording] 


Ghana 


Ghana: Party Leader Seeks To Unify Opposition 
To Contest Elections 


AB2202193296 Accra Ghana Broadcasting 
Corporation Radio Network in English 
1800 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] The leader of the People’s 
National Convention [PNC], Dr. Hilla Limann, has 
called for the formation of a united opposition party 
to contest this year’s general elections. He deplored the 
allegation that he is an obstacle in the formation of a 
united Nkrumahist family. Dr. Limann claimed to be the 
initiator of unity talks among the various Nxrumahist 
factions. The leader of the PNC was speaking at a news 
conference in Accra. Richard Quarshiegah has the full 
story: 


{Begin Quarshiegah recording) Dr. Hilla Limann made 
references to earlier efforts he made at unifying the 
Nkrumahist groups. He said he has been playing such 
a role throughout the 80’s up to now. He referred to a 
communique which, he said, was the result of a tripartite 
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meeting on Nkrumahist unification with leaders of the 
NCP [National Convention Party] and PCP [People’s 
Convention Parties} but regretted that the document 
was later adopted and signed by the other groups in 
his absence. Dr. Limann said the result of that drama 
painted the picture that he was a problem to unification 
talks. The PNC leader said the me has come for the 
Nkrumahisi groups to turn a new leat and foster unity 
without undue formality. 


Dr. Limann said the nation has reached a crossroad and 
needs to be rescued from the misery, helplessness, and 
(?despair) that has befallen it. He said the only way out 
is to remove the NDC [National Democratic Congress] 
government from power, which cannot be achieved 
when the opposition remains as splinter groups. On 
his position in an all-Nkrumahist party, Dr. Limann 
emphasized that his only aim is to help rebuild a 
formidable and electable party. 


On the question of an Nkrumahist alliance with the 
Danqguah-Busia tradition, Dr. Limann said Ghana's 
Salvation is his ideology. Making reference to the PNP 
{People’s National Party] and the UNC [United National 
Congress] alliance in 1979-81, the PNC leader said the 
spirit of cooperation with others in the national interest 
is paramount. Based on what he described as national 
interest, Dr. Limann said there is the need for a united 
Opposition party to contest the forthcoming elections. 
[end recording] 


Guinea 


Guniea: Conte Claims Mutiny Was Plan To Kill 
Him, Overthrow Regime 


AB2202113096 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 22 Feb 96 


{[FBIS Translated Text] The 2 and 3 February events 
in Conakry, the Guinean capital, was the main issue 
of the address to the nation by President Lansana 
Conte yesterday. He stated that the mutiny was actually 
an attempted coup d'etat aimed at killing him. Our 
correspondent, Ben Daouda Sylla, has the details from 
Conakry: 


[Begin Sylla recording] After dismissing on 4 February 
that the previous two day long mutiny was aimed at 
assassinating him, General Conte has now admitted that 
it was to overthrow his regime. During the two days, 
the airport and national radio station were occupied, 
ihe Palais des Nations was destroyed, and stores were 
ransacked in Conakry, causing the loss of lives. They 
wanted to kil! me, but forces loyal to the government 
and the reiriforcements brought in helped bungle the 
coup attempt, the head of state stressed. He also 
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denounced the civilian accomplices, some of whom 
even took refuge in Western capitals. 


The head of state, who was absent from the public 
prayers marking the end of fasting period — people said 
it was likely to prepare the address to the nation after the 
2 and 3 February uprising — accused a group of soldiers 
and civilian accomplices of being behind the leaflets 
signed on behalf of the Army. He even described them 
as unworthy sons of Guinea, adding that investigation 
will be conducted to establish responsibilities and that 
they may face legal action. Those who will be affected 
in particular are about 10 Army officers presently under 
arrest. 


Meanwhile, the situation is currently calm in Conakry, 
but against a background of uncertainty. The National 
Assembly’s report on the events has described the 
judiciary and the politicalization of the Army as source 
of dissatisfaction. [end recording] 


Furthermore, the head of state described as legitimate 
the soldiers’ grievances and gave the assurance that 
urgent measures had already been taken. He also stated 
that others will follow to satisfy them, but did not 
elaborate. The head of state spoke neither of the arrest of 
Army officers nor of any amnesty for the coup plotters. 
The amnesty was one of the essential points of the 
agreement reached with the mutineers, which enabled 
President Conte to regain control of the situation. 
The Guinean head of state also expressed satisfaction 
with the role played by the National Assembly which 
condemned the attempted coup d’etat and put in place 
a commission of inquiry. 


Guinea: Opposition Withdraws From 
Parliamentary Inquiry Into Mutiny 


AB2202223596 Libreville Africa No. | in French 
1830 GMT 22 Feb 96 


[FBIS Translated Text] Representatives of the Guinean 
opposition within the parliamentarian commission of 
inquiry in charge of shedding light on the last mutiny 
by the Guinean Armed Forces have decided to withdraw 
from the commission. About 50 people were killed in 
the mutiny according to hospital sources. The members 
of the Coordination of the Democratic Opposition 
[Codem] fear a manipulation of the conclusions of 
the inquiry. From Conakry, Ben Daouda Sylla has the 
details: 


[Begin Sylla recording] Disappointment, fear, and sur- 
prise prevail within the rank of the Guinean opposition 
after the address by the head of state, General I ansana 
Conte. The coordination of the democratic opposition 
has decided to withdraw from the parliamentarian com- 
mission of inquiry as a sign of protest and this for three 
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reasons: The possible manipulation of the conclusions 
of the commission, the belligerent tone of the head of 
State in his address to the nation, and the possible use 
of the report by the commission as a document for the 
police. The opposition cannot bear to see the power be- 
ing manipulated by its most passionate supporters and 
to see them drawing up the profile of possible civil ac- 
complices of the coup plotters. In case an opposition 
leader is involved in the coup attempt, a journalist won- 
ders, would he be excluded from the Codem’ 


According to the chairman of the Union for Progress 
in Guinea, there has never been a secret meeting or 
the signing of any leaflets. The power is making a 
mistake by hunting down people and harassing political 
opponents before the 1998 elections. 


On the side of the ruling party, the tendency is to under- 
mine the opposition in order to put an end to the crisis 
and disrupt the established rigorous system. President 
Lansana Conte’s Support Movement is accusing some 
Officials of working with outside elements and the wave 
of non-confirmed arrests could put an end to the career 
of some top officials of the ruling party. [end recording] 


Guinea: Committee Report Outlines Causes for 
Discontent in Army 


AB2202164096 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
1830 GMT 22 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Excerpt] The parliamentary report on 
the causes of the military insurrection on 2 and 3 Febru- 
ary was published today in Conakry. The communique 
on that report was quite explicit on the causes — injus- 
tice, abandonment of the military, and po'‘ticization of 
the Army. Our correspondent in Conakry, Ben Daouda 
Sylla, has more on the conclusions reached in the re- 
port: 


[Begin Sylla recording) The report of the parliamentary 
committee, which was presented on the national radio, 
Outlined in 13 points the causes of the soldiers’ revolt 
on 2 and 3 February 1996. Abandonment, frustrations, 
lack of barracks life, and nonparticipation of defense 
staff in the management of budgetary allocations. Other 
problems catalogued all along the parliamentary report 
include favoritism in appointments and promotions, re- 
cruitment of ex-convicts and alcoholics. These, accord- 
ing to the report, are the causes of the demoralization, 
growing discontent, and especially incitement to hate in 
the Army. The parliamentary report, therefore, proposes 
a 17-point recommendation including the total depoliti- 
cization of the Army, and the demilitarization of politi- 
Cal positions. 


Although the report exempted General Conte personally 
from any criticism, and even encouraged him in the 
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report, it called on the head of state to reintroduce 
military maneuvers, restore order and discipline in 
the Army, and especially suspend all recruitments. 
The report recommended the creation of a National 
Civic Service, a special fund for war victims, and a 
Military Social Security Fund. The deputies demanded 
an additional fund for the remuneration and investments 
in favor of military personnel. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, about a dozen senior military officers are 
still being detained at the Samory Camp in Conakry, 
where General Lansana Conte has his residence and of- 
fice. The wives of these officers have confirmed the ab- 
sences of their husbanus since 5 February. Interviewed 
on these arrests, Jean-Marie Dore, leader of the oppo- 
sition Union for the Progress of Guinea said this is the 
work of those who are advocates of revenge behind the 
scene. [passage omitted] 


On his part, Oumar Sylla, leader of the Guinean 
Ecologist Party, a member of the presidential group, 
Says it is a fact that there were arrests of military 
Officers, but one must avoid repeating the past practices. 
Here is Oumar Sylla, talking to Ben Daouda Sylla: 


[Begin Sylla recording] The Guinean people have gone 
through this experience of repression for a long time. 
There are some people who took advantage of small 
events like this to settle scores. Some even went to 
the extent of throwing others into prison; we know 
this, but today we cannot accept this any more: it is 
inadmissible that the president should pardon and others 
should use this pardon to repeat the old things we have 
gone through for a long time. [end recording] 


Liberia 


Liberia: ECOWAS Chairman Calls for Immediate 
Cease-Fire 

AB2102143596 Paris AFP in English 

1253 GMT 21 Feb 96 


\FBIS Transcribed Excerpt] Monrovia, Feb 21 (AFP) 
— The chairman of the Economic Community of 
West African States (ECOWAS), Ghanaian President 
Jerry Rawlings, on Wednesday (21 February] called 
on Liberian armed factions to implement a ceasefire 
"immediately," and put the country’s peace process back 
on track. 


"The ongoing fighting in the southeast constitutes a 
serious viOlation of the ceasefire reached only six 
months ago," said Rawlings, quoted in a statement 
issued by ECOWAS special representative to Liberia, 
Victor Gbeho. [passage omitted] 


In the statement, Rawlings urged the factions and 
tribes involved in current hostilities in the southeast to 
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implement a ceasefire "immediately and submit their 
differences to arbitration." 


The statement reminded the factions that ECOWAS, 
which sent the peacekeepers to Liberia in 1990, was 
"disappointed" over the news of the recent outbreak o! 
fighting between rival factions and tribes in the region. 
[passage omitted] 


Niger 


Niger: OAU Official Says Regime Wants Speedy 
Return to Democracy 


AB2102183396 Niamey Voix du Sahel Network 
in French 1200 GMT 21 Feb 96 


(FBIS Translated Text] The new Niger authorities are 
firmly determined to quickly return the country to 
normal constitutional rule. This is one of the conclusions 
drawn by OAU Deputy Secretary General Anatole 
Tiendrebeogo after an audience with Colonei Ibrahim 
Barre Mainassara, chairman of the National Salvation 
Council and head of state. Mr. Tiendrebeogo, who is 
also head of the OAU Administrative and Conference 
Department, was sent by the secretary general of the 
pan-African organization to assess the situation in Niger 
a few weeks after the 27 January coup d'etat. He spoke 
to newsmen after the audience. 


[Begin recording] [Tiendrebeogo] You know, Niger ts a 
founding member of the OAU. Niger [words indistinct] 
priority for this African institution, and as such, the 
events of the past few weeks demanded that [words 
indistinct] and to find out from the authorities the facts 
that will enable us to properly assess the events that 
have just occurred in Niger, which have been a source 
of concern for many African leaders and the OAU. This 
is why we came to hold discussions with and, especially, 
listen to the new authorities in order to understand what 
happened and, above all, know what is being planned 
for the future. 


(Unidentified correspondent} Could you tell us what 
message you are going to take back to the OAU 
secretary general, who sent you on this special mission? 


[Tiendrebeogo] [Passage indistinct] It is true that these 
events that have taken place in Niger go against 
the current of democratic processes under way in 
Africa, but we must also admit — like a lot of 
international and African observers — that the country 
was experiencing serious difficulties in its institutional 
afrangements. Therefore, now more than before, we 
understand what happened. We cannot presently endorse 
a coup d’etat in Africa, but we can appreciate differently 
the attitude of the various African heads of state toward 
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the management, adjustment, or consolidation of this 
democracy. 


We particularly retained that the new Niger authorities 
are determined to quickly return the country to normal 
constitutional rule. We encourage this, and only wish 
that all the necessary arrangements are made — maybe, 
not in a rush — so that this new momentum is 
maintained. [end recording] 


Nigeria 
Nigeria: Defense Headquarters Issues Statement on 
Bakassi 


AB2102212096 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 21 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] The Defense Headquarters 
today reacted to reports that the Nigerian military 
has violated the recently concluded peace accord with 
Cameroon over Bakassi, describing such reports as false 
and entirely without foundation. 


A Statement issued today by the director of defense in- 
formation, Brigadier General Fred Chijuka, aid con- 
trary to such claims, it was indeed the Cameroonian 
military that has continued to harass and attack Nige- 
rian soldiers stationed at the trouble spot. The statement 
Cited the incidents of the 3d and 17th of this month as 
examples of such unwarranted attacks. 


The Defense Headquarters said Nigeria has always 
desired to maintain cordial relations with Cameroon 
until its provocative actions in the Bakassi necessitated 
the counterattack from Nigeria. 


While calling on all well-meaning international bodies 
and individuals to appeal to Cameroon to stop her un- 
necessary attacks on the Nigerian military, the Defense 
Headquarters said Nigeria will continue to respect the 
Kara accord in the spirit of African solidarity. It also 
pledged Nigeria’s cooperation with international orga- 
nizations to resolve, in a peaceful manner, the Bakassi 
dispute. 

Nigeria: Information Minister Refutes BBC Report 
on Bakassi Crisis 


AB2102214096 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 21 Feb 96 


(FBIS Transcribed Text] Addressing the media in Lagos 
today over the allegations against Nigeria over the 
Bakassi issue, the minister of information, Dr. Walter 
Ofonagoro, said the BBC report, alleging that fighting is 
still going on at the Bakassi [Peninsula] between Nigeria 
and Cameroon, is untrue. 


[Begin Ofonagoro recording] I wish to state that there 
is no substance, whatsoever, in the allegation broad- 
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cast by the BBC African service yesterday and ear- 
lier this month to the effect that fighting is going on 
at Bakassi Peninsula between Nigerian and Cameroo- 
nian soldiers. Only last week, on the 16th and 17th 
of February, our foreign minister, Chief Tom Ikimi, 
met with his Cameroonian counterpart in Togo under 
the distinguished chairmanship of President Gnassingbe 
Eyade 1a, Togolese head of state, and both sides reaf- 
firmed our belief in dialogue as a peaceful means of re- 
solving our differences on the Bakassi Peninsula. Since 
the 17th of February, there has been no renewed fighting 
in Bakassi. I can say that categorically and with every 
emphasis. [end recording] 


Nigeria: NADECO Wants New Transition Plan; 
Bakassi Alert Continues 


AB2302110596 Libreville Africa No. 1 in French 
0730 GMT 23 Feb 96 


([FBIS Translated Text) In Nigeria, where an Ameri- 
can delegation of human rights activists continues tts 
visit after holding discussions with Cabinet members, 
the opposition platform, NADECO [Nationa! Demo- 
cratic Coalition], has called on the military regime to 
put to referendum a new transition program to replace 
the one previously proposed by the military regime. The 
program calls for returning the country to a democratic 
regime in one year’s time, while the Abacha admuinis- 
tration had adopted a three-year transition program to 
lead to the return of the civilians to power after general 
elections slated for October 1998. 


In another deveiopment, the country’s military authori- 
ties, who are in conflict with their Cameroonian counter- 
parts for sovereignty over the Bakassi Peninsula, have 
put troops on alert in the border area. Our correspon- 
dent, Tunde Fatunde, has the details from Lagos: 


[Begin Fatunde recording] According to various 
sources, the Nigerian authorities have deployed sizable 
quantity of war arsenal and a large number of troops 
on the Bakassi Peninsula, the border and oil area, 
whose sovereignty is staunchly claimed by Cameroon 
and Nigeria. The same sources point out that the 
Nigerian Armed Forces find themselves forced to take 
this measure described as preventive and defensive 
following the recent massive deployment of Cameroo- 
nian troops in the southeastern part of the disputed 
small island known as Atabong East. The small island 
is for the moment poorly protected by Cameroonian 
troops. During the 2 and 3 February clashes between 
Cameroonian gendarmes and Nigerian Armed Forces 
elements, Nigeria captured a great part of the same 
small island of Atabong East. 


This report may contain copyrighted material. Copying and dissemination 
is prohibited without permission of the copyright owners. 


FBIS-AFR-96-037 
23 February 1996 


According to diplomatic sources in Lagos, the Cameroo- 
nian Government wants at all costs to recover this por- 
tion of land lost to Nigeria. In other words, it wants the 
return of this portion to the Cameroonian territory as a 
previous and indispensable condition for the opening of 
any negotiation between the two countries. Yet, for the 
Nigerian authorities, there is no question at all giving 
up a piece of their stronghold. 


It is, therefore, clear that the meeting proposed by To- 
golese President General Gnassingbe Eyadema between 
his Cameroonian and Nigerian counterparts, President 
Paul Biya and General Sani Abacha, respectively, to 
settle their dispute over the Bakassi Peninsula affair, is 
now seriously jeopardized. [end recording] 


Meanwhile, the EU has already called on Cameroon and 
Nigeria to put an end to their hostilities on the Bakassi 
Peninsula. 


Nigeria: Tom [kimi Embarks on Shuttle Diplomacy 
in Southern Africa 


AB2102221496 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 21 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] In what is seen as a diplomatic 
move to reinforce Nigeria’s Afrocentric foreign affairs 
policy, the foreign affairs minister, Chief Tom Ikimi, 
has embarked on a shuttle to some southern African 
States as a special emissary of the hed of state, General 
Sani Abacha. 


Foreign news correspondent, Godfrey Odu, reports that 
the special mission is to restate Nigeria’s continued 
commitment to Africa’s future as well as express appre- 
ciation for the understanding shown by some member 
States of the South African Development Corporation 
[as heard] over the true political situation in Nigeria. 
Chief Tom Ikimi’s first port of call was Windhoek, the 
Namibian capital. 


Presenting a letter from the head of state, Gen. Sani 
Abacha, to President Sam Nujoma, Chief Ikimi said 
Namibia’s opposition to the decision by the Common- 
wealth to expel Nigeria was demonstrative of her good- 
will and proper understanding of Nigeria’s political 
dilemma. 


Receiving a similar message in Gaborone, the presi- 
dent of Botswana, Mr. Ketumile Masire, expressed con- 
fidence in Nigeria’s ability to resolve her internal prob- 
lems, and this morning in the Mozambican capital, Ma- 
puto, President Joaquim Chissano told Chief Ikimi that 
his country holds Nigeria in high esteem for her in- 
valuable contribution toward the liberation struggle in 
Mozambique, and the explicit commitment to continen- 
tal peace and development. Chief Ikimi explained that 
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the decision by Gen. Abacha to send a special mission 
was to reassure southern African leaders that Nigeria 
has nothing against the subregion. 


Chief Ikimi will be delivering similar messages in 
Swaziland, and Zaire. 


Nigeria: Government Dissolves Oil Development 
Commission 


AB2202221096 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 22 Feb 96 


{(FBIS Transcribed Text] The head of state, General 
Sani Abacha, has approved the dissolution of the 
board of Oil Mineral Producing Areas Development 
Commission, OMPADEC, with immediate effect. A 
Statement signed by the secretary to the government of 
the federation, Alhaji Gidadu Idriss, says Professor (Eric 
Opiah) has been appointed the sole administrator of the 
commission pending the outcome of the reorganization 
of the commission. 


Nigeria: National Petroleum Corporation Issues 
Statement on Shortage 


AB2202162096 Lagos NTA Television Network 
in English 2000 GMT 21 Feb 96 


[FBIS Transcribed Text] Work resumed throughout the 
federation today after the Sallah break, but with the fuel 
queues persisting in various parts of Lagos. The NNPC 
(Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation], in reaction 
to the development, appealed to all concerned in the 
petroleum products distribution chain and announced 
measures it has taken to bring the situation to normal. 
Energy correspondent, Augusta Madwegbuna, has more 
on this and other energy-related stories: 


[Begin recording] [Maduegbuna] In a press statement 
on the petroleum products supply situation, the NNPC 
management says following earlier contingent plans to 
ensure that products reach people without unnecessary 
problems, petrol tankers have been loading products for 
storage facilities in Apapa and other satellite depots to 
various filling stations in Lagos and environs. Further 
to this, it stated that the vessel, NT Auzenab, and 
others have been discharging petrol to ensure product 
availability in various satellite depots with the promise 
of dispatching another vessel to Port Harcourt expected 
to return early next week. The management, in the 
meantime, has appealed for the cooperation of all 
concerned in ensuring that products reach consumers 
as on schedule. 


Against the background of the malpractices in the distri- 
bution of petroleum products, a conference tagged Pe- 
troleum Success 96 is being organized by the Nigerian 
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Television Authority in conjunction with Potomac Con- 
sulting Limited. The event, which is poised to find last- 
ing solutions to the lapses in petroleum products distri- 
bution, will (?bring storm) on laws and regulations gov- 
erning petroleum products — monitoring, surveillance, 
conflict resolution with particular emphasis on the busi- 
ness ethics of distribution. 


Mr. Eke Oniechere, chairman and chief executive of 
Potomac Consulting Group explains: 


[Oniechere] Money, no matter how it was made, has 
become the new (?wheel). This is why the incidence 
of unethical practices are rampant in the supply and 
distribution of refined petroleum products. 


[Maduegbuna] He says since petroleum products are 
vital to the nation’s survival, Nigerians should treat it 
with the seriousness it deserves. 
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[Oniechere] [Words indistinct] these scarcities are just 
[words indistinct] it is started by rumors. People just 
begin to say, oh, budget is coming, and they may 
increase the prices so, they stop selling, and this what I 
am trying to say. The issue of petroleum products, the 
issue of petroleum products, is very very fundamental to 
our survival, and sometimes, people do not even think 
about it. By the time you make that little money and the 
prices of food increase, the prices of transportation.... 
{Oniechere pauses] By the time it comes back to you, 
it a big circle, you have paid away that money and you 
have suffered on it. 


(Maduegbuna] Petrol Success 96 scheduled to begin on 
Tuesday [27 February] in Lagos and subsequently in 
other parts of the country will host key players in the 
energy sector. (end recording] 
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